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local communities in water resource management holds significant importance.
The aim of this study is to analyze the factors influencing participatory behavior
of watershed residents in protecting water resources within the llam Dam
Watershed. This research falls under the category of descriptive-correlational
studies, in which the survey technique was used for data collection. The statistical
population included 135 watershed residents, who were selected randomly as the
sample. The method of data and information collection was a questionnaire. The
results of the descriptive analysis of the indicators revealed that the relationship
between the participatory behavior of watershed residents and three variables—
normative beliefs, legal norms, and participatory norms—was at a moderate level.
Additionally, the results of the Spearman correlation coefficient analysis indicated
that these three variables had a positive and significant relationship with the
participatory behavior of watershed residents at a 1% error level. Moreover, legal
norms, normative beliefs, and participatory norms, respectively, had the highest
contribution to the participatory behavior of watershed residents in protecting
water resources. Therefore, it seems that strengthening the norms and beliefs of
watershed residents regarding the protection of water resources leads to increased
participatory behaviors. This enhancement of awareness and change in attitude
within local communities results in more active participation and greater
responsibility, which, ultimately, through the synergy of these communities with
conservation policies, will contribute to the sustainable management of water
resources and ensure their sustainability.
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