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stability and protection is the essential condition for development and survival. In
recent years, Iran has faced many challenges in the biological and environmental
resources, especially water resources, the roots of which should be sought in the
Islamic Republic's macro strategies and territorial governance approach. The
victory of the Islamic revolution caused a profound change in the political
thought and territorial governance system in Iran. In the meantime, the discourse
and policy of self-sufficiency became a part of the principles of Iran's governance
system. The purpose of this research is to investigate and evaluate the policy and
strategy of self-sufficiency and its impact on the quality of territorial governance
and the state of environmental sustainability in Iran. During the period of the
Islamic Revolution, territorial governance was implemented based on the strategy
of self-sufficiency and with the aim of economic resilience, reducing
vulnerability, and ensuring Iran's food security. The main question of the research
is what effect the self-sufficiency strategy has had on territorial governance in
Iran and what are its environmental and territorial consequences. This research
was carried out by descriptive and analytical methods and document analysis, and
the data needed for the research was obtained from Iran's upstream documents
and laws, especially the five-year development plans of the Islamic Republic of
Iran. The results of the research show that Iran's territorial governance has been
influenced by the policy of self-sufficiency as a sustainable strategy of the Islamic
Republic of Iran. In such a way the policy of self-sufficiency has become the
basis for double pressure and threat to Iran’s biological and water resources, and if
it continues, it can threaten the social and economic life of many cities and
villages in Iran.
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