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Smart villages create opportunities for entrepreneurship in agriculture, improve
healthcare, education, and infrastructure services, promote optimal resource
utilization, and support sustainable rural development, ultimately enhancing
residents’ quality of life. The need to establish smart villages is particularly
urgent in Iran, especially in Kermanshah Province. Accordingly, this study aims
to identify key indicators and assess the feasibility of developing smart rural areas
in the Sarfiruzabad district, thereby contributing to improved village conditions
and advancing smart village initiatives within the province. This applied research
employs a descriptive-analytical methodology based on survey data. The
statistical population consists of heads of households in the Sarfiruzabad district,
totaling 2,999 households. Using the Krejcie and Morgan table, a sample size of
341 households was determined and selected through stratified random
sampling. Data were collected using a researcher-developed questionnaire,
whose validity was confirmed through expert review and whose reliability was
verified using Cronbach’s alpha. Data analysis, conducted in SPSS 2026, showed
that social acceptance and cultural indicators exhibited the strongest
performance, whereas environmental sustainability indicators were in the
weakest condition among the studied villages. Overall, the findings indicate that
the current status of smart rural development indicators in Sarfiruzabad is below
optimal levels. Advancing smart rural development in the district therefore
requires a comprehensive and integrated approach. A project-oriented
governmental strategy that prioritizes smart village development as a national
initiative is essential for achieving meaningful and sustainable progress.
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