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Assessment of human activities' environmental impacts is considered a major and
fundamental topic in the development process. Despite scientific advancements
and the use of qualitative methods in research, particularly participatory assess-
ment methods, it is essential to conduct environmental assessments using new
methods and techniques—especially those that can be implemented with the par-
ticipation of development stakeholders. Given the importance of public participa-
tion in sustainable development, particularly in monitoring and evaluating devel-
opment plans, this research aims to explore the possibility of applying a participa-
tory planning approach in Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for develop-
ment in Iran from the perspective of experts. Additionally, it seeks to propose a
participatory model for this process. The conceptual framework of this research
integrates three key concepts: environmental impact assessment, citizen science,
and participatory planning. Methodologically, the research is descriptive-
analytical in nature. Explaining relationships is classified as exploratory research,
and in terms of purpose, it is considered applied research. Data were collected
through in-depth interviews with experts in Iran specializing in environmental
impact assessment, science communication, and rural development. The data
were then analyzed using a qualitative approach and thematic analysis. The re-
sults of the research, both theoretically and from the perspective of the sample
community, indicate that it is possible to conduct EIA using methods similar to
Participatory Rural Assessment (PRA). Consequently, participation can evolve
from a basic level to a more advanced stage, creating the necessary conditions for
enhancing sustainability in development.
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1. Intercoder Reliability (ICR)
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1. Participatory Rural Assessment
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